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divide the year into three seasons, the cold, the hot, and
the rainy seasons. As the transition from one season
to another is generally gradual, and their respective
duration varies somewhat in different years, it is im-
possible to define the precise limits of each with
perfect accuracy. Instead of adopting the more uni-
form and customary division into three seasons of
four months each, ( a division which generally holds
good on the plains,) it will comport better with the
usual distribution of temperature here, to assign five
months to the cold, three months to the hot, and four
months to the rainy season. Under this arrangement,,
the cold season will embrace the months of October,.
November, December, January, and February ; the hot
season will include March, April and May ; and the
rainy season will comprise the remaining months of
June, July, August, and September.
The remarks which follow are founded on a series
of meteorological  registers which  have been  carried
on without interruption  for eight consecutive   years,,
and form an  aggregate of upwards  of ten thousand
thermometrical   observations.    The  mean results of
temperature are deduced from  observations  made at
the two periods of greatest cold and heat.    The hours
when these two daily extremes are  indicated will be
more particularly  noticed  hereafter.    The  tempera-
tures are taken from thermometers suspended  out of
doors in a verandah  which  is  protected  from  the
direct Influence of the solar rays by a thatched roof,
but is freely exposed to the open air on the  northern
side,   without the  intervention of  Venetian or other
screen. The degree of atmospheric humidity has beea